[Benzylthiouracil induced ANCA-positive vasculitis: study of three cases and review of the literature].
Vasculitis with antineutrophilic cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA) have been reported in patients treated with anti-thyroid drugs, especially propylthiouracil. Benzylthiouracil, which exhibits similar structural likeness with propylthiouracil, has been recently observed to be associated with Anca-positive vasculitis. We present a study of three women with Grave's disease aged 21, 37 and 40 years, who were treated with benzylthiouracil. These patients developed vasculitis characterized by constitutional symptoms (two patients), joint pain (two patients), renal involvement (two patients), pulmonary hemorrhage (one patient) and multiple neuropathy (one patient). All patients presented p-ANCA with anti-MPO pattern. Discontinuation of benzylthiouracil and treatment with corticosteroids improved systemic involvement in all patients. Much like other anti-thyroid drugs, benzylthiouracil can be associated with ANCA-positive vasculitis. Because of the gravity of this complication, clinical monitoring is recommended in patients taking benzylthiouracil. If vasculitis develops, the anti-thyroid drug should be discontinued and corticosteroid treatment, with immunosuppressors in some cases, is initiated.